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HOT TOPICS

Antidepressant switching: guidance to help decision making
surrounding antidepressant switching.

Choosing between available adalimumab
products: Understand the adalimumab products that are
available on contract to the NHS. Choose between them
appropriately for organisations or individuals.
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/guidance/switching/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/choosing-between-available-adalimumab-products/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/choosing-between-available-adalimumab-products/
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Managing medical gases and oxygen during periods of high demand:

A series of articles providing answers to common guestions covering: pharmacy
responsibilities, medical gas committees, medical gas pipeline systems, gas delivery
systems, and governance

Self-administration of medicines:

A series of best practice guidance to help support organisations in implementing
self-administration of medicines initiatives for patients while in hospital

Medicine administration by registered and non-registered staff: practical guidance
describing governance frameworks supporting the administration of medicines by
registered and non-registered staff.

Legal mechanisms to supply and administer medicines to individuals: practical
guidance describing the legal mechanisms under which medicines can be
supplied/administered to patients.
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/managing-medical-gases-and-oxygen-during-periods-of-high-demand/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/self-administration-of-medicines/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/medicine-administration-by-registered-and-non-registered-staff/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/legal-mechanisms-to-supply-and-administer-medicines-to-individuals/
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ADVICE & GUIDANCE

** Coming soon **: SPS resources relating to Covid-19 vaccines will be
updated to support the upcoming Spring campaign.

Switching between imatinib preparations - Support for decision making
when considering switching imatinib preparations including a locally
adaptable patient information leaflet.

Medication Safety Evidence Summaries: February 2023 -
an observatory of the latest medicines safety information

including national patient safety alerts, MHRA Drug Safety updates and
more.
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/switching-between-imatinib-preparations/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/medication-safety-update/
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Using folic acid with methotrexate in rheumatoid arthritis: an article summarising
the evidence and guidance surrounding the use of folic acid to prevent side effects
In patients taking methotrexate for rheumatoid arthritis.

Using contraception with enzyme-inducing medicines: clinical considerations and
advice on using contraception with concomitant enzyme inducing medicines.

Using insulins during breastfeeding: guidance on continuing or initiating insulins in
breastfeeding mothers.

Using tricyclic antidepressants during breastfeeding: guidance on using tricyclic
antidepressants in breastfeeding mothers.
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/using-folic-acid-with-methotrexate-in-rheumatoid-arthritis/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/using-contraception-with-enzyme-inducing-medicines/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/using-insulins-during-breastfeeding/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/using-tricyclic-antidepressants-during-breastfeeding/
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GOVERNANCE & REGULATORY

Accessing the CAR-T training passport for clinical pharmacists: Members
of the Pan UK Pharmacy Working Group for ATMPs have collaborated with UK
BMT (Bone Marrow Transplant) pharmacists to produce a CAR-T training
passport

Pharmacy Manual Checklist for Clinical Trials for ATIMPs:_guidance to aid
optimal site implementation of ATIMP Clinical Trials.

Assurance of aseptic preparation of medicines_- insight and links to updated
guidance from NHSE to reflect governance and visibility of the assurance and
audit of unlicensed aseptic preparation.

www.sps.nhs.uk 06/03/2023


https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/accessing-the-car-t-training-passport-for-clinical-pharmacists/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/pharmacy-manual-checklist-for-clinical-trials-for-atimps/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/assurance-of-aseptic-preparation-of-medicines/
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WEBINARS & EVENTS

Upcoming events:

Mini Conference — Antimicrobial Stewardship (AMS) — unlocking the potential
Webinar. Tues 7 March 14.00-16.00. Register here

Medication Safety Across The System a ‘challenge for all’ — Opioid Safety Webinar.
Wed 29 March 12.30-14.00. Register here

Chronic liver disease in primary care: an on the couch conversation. Thurs 27
April 13.00-14.00. Register here

PGD Learning events:
New to PGDs? Join us on Tues 18 April 12.30-14.30 Reqister here

If you just need to know what's changed or changing, join us on Wed 10 May 13.00-14.00
Register here

If you attend one of these sessions and still have a PGD question, the panel will answer them
on Wed 17 May 13.00-14.00 Reaqister here
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/events/next-events/
https://lpet-nhs.webex.com/webappng/sites/lpet-nhs/meeting/register/2aa020b5cde843ff8def9c23f00327d3?ticket=4832534b000000065fe7324ae69298c28932e4016f2f2e96998fc3849fbce18035ba509d071c5afb&timestamp=1678098957819&RGID=r90f1fd0dbfa9166e5421a158c216032c
https://lpet-nhs.webex.com/webappng/sites/lpet-nhs/meeting/register/7f9f7b7ffda54042a87115b839581e22?ticket=4832534b000000068812ad162a090d97491504d573dc91a53c6eb34ef49ebf65ce64604d26891fc8&timestamp=1678099020642&RGID=r9b34b282dcee3f24e769cb4c2ace2325
https://lpet-nhs.webex.com/webappng/sites/lpet-nhs/meeting/register/3309e1b032f74968b1f7a0ba2f154012?ticket=4832534b00000006111ed150a71c79f5ad581589c0ac858830cbcc57b67fc4d7974377d5c26fd5e3&timestamp=1678099051953&RGID=rb3aa7c6a72e27444390a2d0c96acf6ce
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/pgd-learning-events-2023/
https://lpet-nhs.webex.com/weblink/register/r924f0d96fbac2fb6a7b562a46afbd0bd
https://lpet-nhs.webex.com/weblink/register/r5ee08638b0752a6f657b1c83636f9bf4
https://lpet-nhs.webex.com/weblink/register/rcc2de1e8dfebe251e3b74f38e8128ec4
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RECOMMENDED IN PRIMARY CARE

Vaccines and immunisations: suggested resources to help
find information to answer questions on vaccines and immunisation

Travel Health: useful resources to use when answering questions about
travel health.

Mental Health: useful resources to use when answering questions about
medicines used in mental health.
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/vaccines-and-immunisation-useful-resources-to-support-answering-questions/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/travel-health-useful-resources-to-support-answering-questions/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/mental-health-medicines-useful-resources-to-support-answering-questions/
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PLANNING

New Medicines News - Highlights recent new product launches and
regulatory changes.

New Product Evaluations - Lists new product evaluations freely
available to NHS staff.

Medicines Supply Tool - Information provided by DHSC and NHSE
Medicines Supply Teams for medication shortages (you must be
registered and signed into our website to access this resource).
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/new-medicines-news/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/new-product-evaluations/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-login.php?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fhome%2Fplanning%2Fmedicines-supply-tool%2F&reauth=1
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SUPPLY ISSUES MANAGED BY RPPS

Remdesivir: All remaining stock has been allocated. Awaiting comms on future
supply intentions. The first phase of reimbursement payments have been made
by DHSC via ICBs. If stock is required, please speak to your RPPS.

IVIg: Due to a further decrease in available volumes of some IVIg products we
have reverted to formal allocations. Trusts have been informed of allocations for
February and March. Please can Trusts ensure they purchase their allocations.

Alteplase: Allocations for March have been sent out to Trusts. The supply
position remains constrained and cannot support any further increase in use.

Ceftazidime: There are supplyissues with a number of suppliers for both 1g
and 2 g strengths. To support stockpile product has been released and will be
allocated to Trusts as needed. Stock is FOC and is ordered via OPS
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https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/planning/medicines-supply-tool/
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SUPPLY

Epidural Bags: There is a supply issue with a range of epidural bags
containing fentanyl and levobupivacaine or bupivacaine. A National
Patient Safety Alert has been issued to guide Trusts on the management
of this issue. A summary of the latest supply position has been sent to
procurement leads.

Dalteparin: A tier 3 medicine supply notification for dalteparin
(Fragmin®) 10,000units/4mL solution for injection ampoules has been
Issued.

Idacio®: There is a supply constraint on this product. There is stock for
current patients, however new patients need to be started on an
alternative during this time.
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https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103224
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103224
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Accessto the SPS Medicines Advice Service
A single, national telephone number and email for the SPS Medicines Advice
Service for primary care-based healthcare professionals, has now been launched.

Phone: 0300 770 8564
Email: asksps.nhs@sps.direct

KEEP UP TO DATE

Bookmark our website https://mwvww.sps.nhs.uk
Register here on our website and 'opt in' to receive the weekly SPS bulletin.

Follow us on Twitter @NHS_SPS

You can now also follow us on LinkedIn - searchNHS Specialist Pharmacy Service
or click the link and make sure you connect

https:/mww.linkedin.com/company/specialist-pharmacy-service/
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mailto:asksps.nhs@sps.direct
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/register/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/specialist-pharmacy-service/
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